
NINE O’CLOCK
in the Nave

FEBRUARY 1, 2026
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Morning Prayer

CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF THE ADVENT

IN THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM



W E L C O M E !

We are delighted to have you join us today. 

If you are visiting and are interested in learning more about the Advent, please complete an 
information card (located in the pew rack in front of you) so we can get to know you better.  

Except for hymns, page numbers listed in the bulletin refer to the Book of Common Prayer in the 
pew racks.  Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal.  

The Lord be with you.

Adult Classes take place from 10:15 to 10:50 a.m. and will be available online at AdventBirmingham.org/Audio.  

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – Raising Teenagers – Paula and Craig Smalley, 
     Suzanne and Bill Andrews

Reluctance and Repentance in the Book of Jonah (Chapter Room) – Part 1 of 2 – Jay Gardner

Foundations of Faith (Living Room) – The Word of the Cross – Gil Kracke 

A Christian Response to Evil (Lower School Library) – What Is Evil? – Dennis Sansom

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CLASSES

ADULT CLASSES

4th Grade – Room 307
5th Grade – Room 310
6th Grade – Room 311
7th-8th Grade – The Undercroft
9th-12th Grade – Lower Morton Meeting Room

3K – Room 104
4K – Room 105
Kindergarten – Room 213
1st Grade – Room 214
2nd Grade – Room 216
3rd Grade – Room 218



		                M O R N I N G  P R AY E R      		  page 37

V O L U N TA R Y                              O Lux beata Trinitas	 Michael Praetorius
   (O Trinity of Blessed Light)

THE PEOPLE STAND.

H Y M N  I N  P R O C E S S I O N  N O . 4 4 1       	 Rathbun

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  
I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.	

-Isaiah 49:6b
C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in 
heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

THE PEOPLE KNEEL.

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended against 
thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to 
thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful 
Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory 
of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

Officiant: 	 O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: 	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All: 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  			 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 1



I N V I TAT O R Y :  J U B I L AT E  D E O  W I T H  C H O R A L  A N T I P H O N
                                      	 William Russell

Choral Antiphon: The Lord hath manifested forth his glory: O come, let us adore him.

O be joyful in the Lord | all ye | lands;
          serve the Lord with gladness * and come before his | presence | with a | song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; * it is he that hath made us and not | we our|selves; 	
          we are his people and the | sheep of • his | pas|ture.
O go your way into his gates with thankgiving * and into his | courts with | praise; 	
          be thankful unto him and | speak | good of • his | Name.
For the Lord is gracious; * his mercy is | ever|lasting;	

        	 and his truth endureth from generation to | gene|ra|tion.

								        -Psalm 100

THE PEOPLE SIT.

P S A L M  1 5
READ RESPONSIVELY, BY HALF-VERSE.

1 	 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
		  who may abide upon your holy hill?
2 	 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
		  who speaks the truth from his heart.
3 	 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; *
		  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.
4 	 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
		  but he honors those who fear the Lord.
5 	 He has sworn to do no wrong *
		  and does not take back his word.
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6 	 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
		  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
7 	 Whoever does these things *
		  shall never be overthrown.
   
    	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
		  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  B O O K  O F  M I C A H .
Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 

voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 

earth, for the Lord has an indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3“O 

my people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you 

up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you 

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and 

what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that 

you may know the righteous acts of the Lord. 6With what shall I come before the Lord, and 

bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a 

year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He 

has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (6:1-8) 
 
Reader: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

3



CANTICLE: A SONG OF PRAISE       						     John Rutter

From The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 the Church Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, NY4

 

Glo ry- to you, Lord God of our fa thers;- you are

 

wor thy- of praise; glo ry- to you. Glo ry- to you for the

 

ra di- ance- of your ho ly- Name; we will praise you and high ly- ex -

 

alt you for ev er.- Glo ry- to you in the splen dor- of your

 

tem ple;- on the throne of your ma jes- ty,- glo ry- to you.

 

Glo ry- to you, seat ed- be tween- the Cher u- bim;- we will praise you and

 

high ly- ex alt- you for ev er.- Glo ry- to you, be -

 

hold ing- the depths; in the high vault of hea ven,- glo ry- to you.

 

Glo ry- to you, Fa ther,- Son, and Ho ly- Spi rit;-
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5

THE PEOPLE SIT.
 	
A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  G O S P E L 
A C C O R D I N G  T O  S T.  M AT T H E W.

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5Blessed are 

the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-

ness, for they shall be satisfied. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8Blessed are 

the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 

of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 11Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (5:1-12)
  
Reader: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  C H I L D R E N

KINDERGARTEN-3RD GRADERS CAN DEPART FOR CHILDREN’S CHURCH DURING THE SINGING OF THIS HYMN. 

CHILDREN SHOULD WALK DIRECTLY TO THE GYM TO MEET THEIR TEACHERS.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

H Y M N  N O . 6 5 6        	 Franconia

T H E  S E R M O N 	    Dean Emeritus Zahl

THE PEOPLE STAND.



T H E  A P O S T L E S ’ C R E E D

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant: 	 Let us pray.

THE PEOPLE KNEEL.

		                          T H E  P R AY E R S     	 page 54

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

6
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

S U F F R A G E S

Officiant:	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People:	 And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant:	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
People:	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant:	 Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
People:	 For only in thee can we live in safety.
Officiant:	 Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  
People:	 And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant:	 Let thy way be known upon earth;  
People:	 Thy saving health among all nations.
Officiant:	 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
People:	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant:	 Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
People:	 And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D AY

Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully hear 
the supplications of thy people, and in our time grant us thy peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T S 		  pages 56-57

T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  I N T E R C E S S I O N  



8

T H E  G E N E R A L  T H A N K S G I V I N G

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant:	 Let us bless the Lord.  
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant:	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
		  Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

THE PEOPLE SIT.

T H E  W E L C O M E  A N D  O F F E R T O R Y  S E N T E N C E
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A N T H E M                        The Beatitudes	       Paul Mealor

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Amen.

											           -Matthew 5:3-12

THE PEOPLE STAND.

T H E  D O X O L O G Y 						           Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
		
THE PEOPLE KNEEL.

C L O S I N G  P R AY E R  A N D  T H E  B L E S S I N G
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

Welsh composer Paul Mealor (b. 1975) composed The Beatitudes in 2013. The text is our Gospel passage from 
Matthew this morning. The music is calm and comforting, expressively setting the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount.



H Y M N  I N  P R O C E S S I O N  N O . 4 7 3   						      Crucifer

T H E  D I S M I S S A L
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

V O L U N TA R Y                   Prelude in C Major, BWV 547	 Johann Sebastian Bach

1 0



THE FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF

Jean Fraser Elliott
Rufus E. Elliott, Jr.

by Rufus and Beth Elliott

Louis C. Culver
by Deenie Culver

1 1



C L E R G Y

For email addresses and phone numbers, please see our staff listing at AdventBirmingham.org.

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2027 
Mary Bradley Anderson
Ricky Bromberg
Wil Bromberg
Fred Elliott
Parker Evans
Sam Everette
Julia King
Bailey Knight
Thomas Nelson
Drew Wright

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  V E S T R Y

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2028 
Ross Blankenship
Sister Clapp
Lindsey Druhan
Doug Elliott
Jen Green
Glynn Lassiter
Mike Lucas
Kate Ray
Will Thuston
Chris Weingartner

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2029 
Anne-Marie Brown
Kelly Hargrove
Perry Keel
Tommy Kitsmiller
Anne Lynn Langloh
Tommy Mayfield
Clay Morris
Dan Price
Frank Taylor
Clay Wilson

Ricky Bromberg
Senior Warden

Mike Lucas
Junior Warden

Hewes Hull
Treasurer

James Bradford
Clerk

The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley			   Dean and Rector

The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray			   Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon James “Jay” W. Gardner, III		  Canon Pastor

The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean L. Pinter			  Canon Theologian

The Rev. Canon Adam A. Young			   Canon Missioner

The Rev. William J. Fagan				   Curate

The Very Rev. Dr. Paul F.M. Zahl			   Dean Emeritus



Margot Cooney
Tara Davis
John Mark Haase 
Leslie Housman
Charles Kennedy 
Gil Kracke 
Kathy Logue 
Mary Ann McCarty 
Gunter Owens 
Fontaine Pope 
Frederick Teardo
Lowana Wallace

Ann Campbell 
Arturo Davis
Rachel DeSanto
Janet Dozier
Anita Gray 
Michael Halverson
Brad Horne 
Spencer Leffel 
Mary Jane McAllister
Beth Anne Maier 
Chris Maxwell 
Betsy Pate 
Robin Turner 
Dorothy White
Eldon Brummett, Drew Foster, 
Juan Mazuca, Kevin Moore, Gary Talley

S TA F F

Associate for Youth and Families
Director of Children’s Ministry
Boys Youth Associate
Director of Women’s Ministry
Associate Director of Music
Director of Programs and Parish Life
Advent House Coordinator
Director of Youth Ministry
Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of Small Groups and Newcomers’ Coordinator 
Director of Music and Liturgy
Refectory Music Leader

Bookstore Manager
Assistant Building Manager
Deans’ Assistant and Finance Associate
Receptionist
Programs and Outreach Administrative Assistant
Technology Coordinator
Building Manager
Communications Associate
Digital Media Manager
Accounts Receivable
Communications Associate
Music and Worship Administrative Assistant
Pastoral Care Coordinator
Director of Finance and Administration
Sexton Staff



The Church of the Advent was founded with the City of Birmingham in 1872.

Cathedral Church of the Advent (Episcopal)
2017 Sixth Avenue North | Birmingham, Alabama 35203

205 251-2324 | AdventBirmingham.org

Come to me, 
all who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11.28


