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W E L C O M E !
We are delighted to have you join us today. If you are visiting and are interested in learning more 
about the Advent, please scan the QR code below. We look forward to connecting with you this 
week. 

The Lord be with you. 

Adult Classes take place from 10:15 to 10:50 a.m. and will be available online at AdventBirmingham.org/Audio.  

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – The Faith Once for All Delivered: Twenty Centuries in Four Sundays 
     – Jason Wallace

20s and 30s Class (Assembly Hall) – Christianity Is Entirely for Your Benefit: 
     The Gift of Spontaneity – Paul Zahl and Will Fagan

 Jesus’ Gracious Command (Chapter Room) – Follow Me – Leslie Housman

ADULT CLASSES

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CLASSES

Rising 4K-Kindergarten – Room 103
Rising 1st-3rd Grade – Room 213
Rising 4th-6th Grade – Room 218
Rising 7th-12th Grade – Youth Ministry Office 

VISITOR’S CARDTO GIVE ONLINE



		                M O R N I N G  P R AY E R      		

P R E L U D E             

THE PEOPLE STAND.

S O N G     	 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace!
Streams of mercy never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount; O, fix me on it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

O, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O, take and seal it,
Seal it for thy courts above.

Words: Robert Robinson, Martin Madan; Tune: Nettleton © Public Domain

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my rock and my redeemer. 	                                                                                        -Psalm 19:14
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Here I find my greatest treasure;
Hither by thy help, I’ve come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed his precious blood.



C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in 
heart and mind to worship him, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that 
we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

THE PEOPLE SIT.

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended against 
thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to 
thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful 
Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory 
of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

Officiant: 	 O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: 	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All: 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  			 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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S O N G     	 O Love that Will Not Let Me Go

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

O Light that follow’st all my way,
I yield my flick’ring torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be.

O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.

Words: George Matheson, Music: Christopher Miner © 1997 Christopher Miner CCLI #1620861

  

THE PEOPLE SIT.
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P S A L M  5 0 : 7 - 1 5
READ RESPONSIVELY, BY HALF-VERSE.

7 	 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: “O Israel, I will bear witness against you; *
		  for I am God, your God.
8 	 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; *
		  your offerings are always before me.
9 	 I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, *
		  nor he-goats out of your pens;
10 	For all the beasts of the forest are mine, *
		  the herds in their thousands upon the hills.
11 	I know every bird in the sky, *
		  and the creatures of the fields are in my sight.
12 	If I were hungry, I would not tell you, *
		  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.
13 	Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, *
		  or drink the blood of goats?
14 	Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
		  and make good your vows to the Most High.
15 	Call upon me in the day of trouble; *
		  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.”  		
    	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
		  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  E P I S T L E  O F  S T.  PA U L 
T O  T H E  R O M A N S .

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law 

who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but 

where there is no law there is no transgression. 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that 

the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent 

of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it 

is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom 

he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18In 

hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been 

told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 

which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but 

he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21fully convinced that God was able to do 

what he had promised. 22That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23But the 

words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be 

counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered 

up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. (4:13-25)   
 
Reader: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  C H I L D R E N

RISING 1ST–3RD GRADERS CAN DEPART FOR CHILDREN’S CHURCH DURING THE SINGING OF THIS HYMN. 

CHILDREN SHOULD WALK DIRECTLY TO THE GYM TO MEET THEIR TEACHERS.

THE PEOPLE STAND.
 	



S O N G     	     The First Song of Isaiah

Surely, it is God who saves me;
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,
And he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 
From the springs of salvation,
And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord.
And call upon his Name.

Make his deeds known among the peoples,
See that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord,
For he has done great things, and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion,
Ring out your joy,
For the great one in the midst of you
Is the Holy One of Israel. Refrain

Words: Book of Common Prayer (Isaiah 12:2-6) Music: Carol Wallis, Jack Noble White. © 1976 HW Gray. CCLI License #1620861 
 

THE PEOPLE SIT.

A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  G O S P E L 
A C C O R D I N G  T O  S T.  M AT T H E W.

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said 

to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, 

behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 
11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not 

sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 18While he was saying these things 

to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but 

come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19And Jesus rose and followed him, with his 7
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disciples. 20And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years 

came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, 21for she said to herself, “If I only 

touch his garment, I will be made well.” 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, 

daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. 23And when 

Jesus came to the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 
24he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25But when 

the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. 26And 

the report of this went through all that district. (9:9-13, 18-26)
  
Reader: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

S O N G     	     His Mercy Is More

What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all-knowing, he counts not their sum;
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore.
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more.

Praise the Lord, his mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new every morn;
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more.

What patience would wait as we constantly roam?
What Father, so tender, is calling us home?
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor;
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more. Refrain

What riches of kindness he lavished on us;
His blood was the payment, his life was the cost;
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford;
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more. Refrain

Matt Boswell and Matt Papa © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns and Love Your Enemies Publishing CCLI #1620861
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T H E  S E R M O N     	     Canon Young

THE PEOPLE STAND.

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’ C R E E D

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgive-
ness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

		                          T H E  P R AY E R S     	

Officiant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant: 	 Let us pray.

THE PEOPLE KNEEL.    	

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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S U F F R A G E S

Officiant:	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People:	 And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant:	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
People:	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant:	 Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
People:	 For only in thee can we live in safety.
Officiant:	 Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  
People:	 And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant:	 Let thy way be known upon earth;  
People:	 Thy saving health among all nations.
Officiant:	 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
People:	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant:	 Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
People:	 And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D AY

O God, from whom all good doth come: Grant that by thy inspiration we may think those things 
that are right, and by thy merciful guiding may perform the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

T H E  C O L L E C T S

T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  I N T E R C E S S I O N  

T H E  G E N E R A L  T H A N K S G I V I N G

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble 
and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. We bless 
thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine 
inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mer-
cies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only 
with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before 
thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 



Officiant:	 Let us bless the Lord.  
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant:	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
		  Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

T H E  W E L C O M E  A N D  O F F E R T O R Y  S E N T E N C E

AT  T H E  O F F E R T O R Y 		  Heal Us

Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are;
We long to feel thy touch.
Deep wounded souls to thee we fly,
O Savior, hear our cry.

Our faith is feeble, we confess;
We faintly trust thy word.
But will you pity us the less?
Be that far from you, Lord! Refrain

Like her, with hopes and fears we come,
To touch you if we may;
O send us not despairing home;
Send none unhealed away. Refrain

Words by William Cowper (alt Twit); Music by Kevin Twit and Lucas Morton © 2015 Kevin Twit Music and Lucas Morton Music CCLI #1620861

THE PEOPLE STAND.

T H E  D O X O L O G Y 						           Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

C L O S I N G  P R AY E R  A N D  T H E  B L E S S I N G
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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Remember him who once applied
With trembling for relief;
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried,
“O help my unbelief!” Refrain

She, too, who touched you in the press,
And healing virtue stole,
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace,
Thy faith has made thee whole.” Refrain



S O N G     	     O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of his grace.

Jesus! the name that charms our fears
And bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘Tis life, and health, and peace.

He speaks; and, listening to his voice,
New life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.

Hear him, ye deaf, ye voiceless ones,
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Savior come,
And leap, ye lame, for joy!

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honours of thy name.

Charles Wesley; Public Domain

T H E  D I S M I S S A L
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

P O S T L U D E                    
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C L E R G Y

For email addresses and phone numbers, please see our staff listing at AdventBirmingham.org.

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2027 
Mary Bradley Anderson
Ricky Bromberg
Wil Bromberg
Fred Elliott
Parker Evans
Sam Everette
Julia King
Bailey Knight
Thomas Nelson
Drew Wright

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  V E S T R Y

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2028 
Ross Blankenship
Sister Clapp
Lindsey Druhan
Doug Elliott
Jen Green
Glynn Lassiter
Mike Lucas
Kate Ray
Will Thuston
Chris Weingartner

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2029 
Anne-Marie Brown
Kelly Hargrove
Perry Keel
Tommy Kitsmiller
Anne Lynn Langloh
Tommy Mayfield
Clay Morris
Dan Price
Frank Taylor
Clay Wilson

Ricky Bromberg
Senior Warden

Mike Lucas
Junior Warden

Hewes Hull
Treasurer

James Bradford
Clerk

The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley			   Dean and Rector

The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray			   Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon James “Jay” W. Gardner, III		  Canon Pastor

The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean L. Pinter			  Canon Theologian

The Rev. Canon Adam A. Young			   Canon Missioner

The Rev. William J. Fagan				   Director of Parish Life and Evangelism

The Rev. Mary Ann McCarty			   Curate

The Very Rev. Dr. Paul F.M. Zahl			   Dean Emeritus



Caroline Bass
Margot Cooney
Tara Davis
John Mark Haase 
Leslie Housman
Charles Kennedy 
Gil Kracke 
Kathy Logue  
Gunter Owens
Jake Parks 
Fontaine Pope 
Frederick Teardo
Lowana Wallace

Ann Campbell 
Arturo Davis
Rachel DeSanto
Janet Dozier
Anita Gray 
Michael Halverson
Brad Horne 
Spencer Leffel 
Mary Jane McAllister
Beth Anne Maier 
Chris Maxwell 
Betsy Pate 
Robin Turner 
Dorothy White
Eldon Brummett, Drew Foster, 
Juan Mazuca, Kevin Moore, Gary Talley

S TA F F

Associate Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Boys Youth Associate
Director of Women’s Ministry
Associate Director of Music
Director of Programs
Advent House Coordinator
Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Small Groups and Newcomers’ Coordinator 
Director of Music and Liturgy
Refectory Music Leader

Bookstore Manager
Assistant Building Manager
Deans’ Assistant and Finance Associate
Receptionist
Programs and Outreach Administrative Assistant
Technology Coordinator
Building Manager
Communications Associate
Digital Media Manager
Accounts Receivable
Communications Associate
Music and Worship Administrative Assistant
Pastoral Care Coordinator
Director of Finance and Administration
Sexton Staff



The Church of the Advent was founded with the City of Birmingham in 1872.

Cathedral Church of the Advent (Episcopal)
2017 Sixth Avenue North | Birmingham, Alabama 35203

205 251-2324 | AdventBirmingham.org

Come to me, 
all who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11.28


