
ELEVEN O’CLOCK
JULY 26, 2026

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer

CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF THE ADVENT

IN THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM



W E L C O M E !

We are delighted to have you join us today. 

If you are visiting and are interested in learning more about the Advent, please complete an 
information card (located in the pew rack in front of you) so we can get to know you better.  

Except for hymns, page numbers listed in the bulletin refer to the Book of Common Prayer in the 
pew racks.  Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal.  

The Lord be with you.

Adult Classes take place from 10:15 to 10:50 a.m. and will be available online at AdventBirmingham.org/Audio.  

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – A Few of Our Favorite Things: The Reaction Which Happens When 
     Art, Psyche, and Gospel Merge – Paul Zahl and Hewes Hull

Last Words from Luke (Chapter Room) – Gil Kracke

ADULT CLASSES

VISITOR’S CARD TO GIVE ONLINE



		                M O R N I N G  P R AY E R      		  page 37

V O L U N TA R Y                                          Elegy	 James Biery

THE PEOPLE STAND.

H Y M N  I N  P R O C E S S I O N  N O . 3 9 0  	 Lobe den Herren

O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my rock and my redeemer. 	                                                                                        -Psalm 19:14

C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in 
heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts 
confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

THE PEOPLE KNEEL.

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended against 
thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have 
done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to 
thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful 
Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory 
of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE PEOPLE STAND.
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Officiant: 	 O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: 	 And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
All: 	 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  		
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

I N V I TAT O R Y :  J U B I L AT E  D E O
READ IN UNISON.

	 O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands; *
		  serve the Lord with gladness
		  and come before his presence with a song.
	 Be ye sure that the Lord he is God;
	 it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; *
		  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
	 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving
	 and into his courts with praise; *
		  be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.
	 For the Lord is gracious;
	 his mercy is everlasting; *
		  and his truth endureth from generation to generation.

THE PEOPLE SIT.

P S A L M  1 1 9 : 1 2 9 - 1 3 6
READ RESPONSIVELY, BY HALF-VERSE.

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *
		  therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *
		  it gives understanding to the simple.
131 I open my mouth and pant; *
		  I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me in mercy, *
		  as you always do to those who love your Name.
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *
		  let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
		  and I will keep your commandments.
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135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
		  and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *
		  because people do not keep your law.
    	  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
		  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  F I R S T  B O O K  O F  K I N G S .
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall 

give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David 

my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 

heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a 

son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in 

place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come 

in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too 

many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding 

mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern 

this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to 

him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life 

of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I 

now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like 

you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. (3:5-12) 
 
Reader: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

THE PEOPLE STAND.
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C A N T I C L E :  B E N E D I C T U S  E S ,  D O M I N E
READ IN UNISON.

	 Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.
	 Blessed art thou for the Name of thy Majesty; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.
	 Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.
	 Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths,
	 and dwellest between the Cherubim; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.
	 Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.
	 Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.
	 Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
		  praised and exalted above all for ever.

THE PEOPLE SIT.
 	
A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  G O S P E L 
A C C O R D I N G  T O  S T.  M AT T H E W.

Jesus put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard 

seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown 

it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven 

that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened. 44The kingdom of 

heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes 

and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 

search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 

bought it. 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered 

fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 

containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 
4



5

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51Have you understood all these things?” They said to 

him, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 

of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

(13:31-33, 44-52)
  
Reader: 	 The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

H Y M N  N O . 4 4 7   	 St. Magnus

T H E  S E R M O N 	    The Rev. Will Fagan

THE PEOPLE STAND.

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’ C R E E D

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



		                          T H E  P R AY E R S     	 page 54

Officiant:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with thy spirit.
Officiant: 	 Let us pray.

THE PEOPLE KNEEL.

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

S U F F R A G E S

Officiant:	 O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People:	 And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant:	 Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
People:	 And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant:	 Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
People:	 For only in thee can we live in safety.
Officiant:	 Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  
People:	 And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant:	 Let thy way be known upon earth;  
People:	 Thy saving health among all nations.
Officiant:	 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
People:	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.6
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Officiant:	 Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
People:	 And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D AY

O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us thy mercy, that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we finally lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

T H E  C O L L E C T S 		  pages 56-57

T H E  P R AY E R S  O F  I N T E R C E S S I O N  

T H E  G E N E R A L  T H A N K S G I V I N G

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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Officiant:	 Let us bless the Lord.  
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Officiant:	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
		  Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

THE PEOPLE SIT.

T H E  W E L C O M E  A N D  O F F E R T O R Y  S E N T E N C E

AT  T H E  O F F E R T O R Y           Aria	    Flor Peeters 

THE PEOPLE STAND.

T H E  D O X O L O G Y 						           Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
		
THE PEOPLE KNEEL.

C L O S I N G  P R AY E R  A N D  T H E  B L E S S I N G
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

THE PEOPLE STAND.

H Y M N  I N  P R O C E S S I O N  N O . 5 9 4       	 Cwm Rhondda

T H E  D I S M I S S A L

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

V O L U N TA R Y                                  Postlude in G	 Charles Villiers Stanford
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THE FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF

John McLaughlin Forney Jr.
by Mrs. John McLaughlin Forney

Charles Blanton Webb
Julia May Webb DeBardeleben

by Jane S. Webb



C L E R G Y

For email addresses and phone numbers, please see our staff listing at AdventBirmingham.org.

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2027 
Mary Bradley Anderson
Ricky Bromberg
Wil Bromberg
Fred Elliott
Parker Evans
Sam Everette
Julia King
Bailey Knight
Thomas Nelson
Drew Wright

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  V E S T R Y

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2028 
Ross Blankenship
Sister Clapp
Lindsey Druhan
Doug Elliott
Jen Green
Glynn Lassiter
Mike Lucas
Kate Ray
Will Thuston
Chris Weingartner

Term Ending Parish Meeting 2029 
Anne-Marie Brown
Kelly Hargrove
Perry Keel
Tommy Kitsmiller
Anne Lynn Langloh
Tommy Mayfield
Clay Morris
Dan Price
Frank Taylor
Clay Wilson

Ricky Bromberg
Senior Warden

Mike Lucas
Junior Warden

Hewes Hull
Treasurer

James Bradford
Clerk

The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley			   Dean and Rector

The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray			   Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon James “Jay” W. Gardner III		  Canon Pastor

The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean L. Pinter			  Canon Theologian

The Rev. Canon Adam A. Young			   Canon Missioner

The Rev. William J. Fagan				   Director of Parish Life and Evangelism

The Rev. Mary Ann McCarty			   Curate

The Very Rev. Dr. Paul F.M. Zahl			   Dean Emeritus



Caroline Bass
Margot Cooney
Tara Davis
John Mark Haase 
Leslie Housman
Charles Kennedy 
Gil Kracke 
Kathy Logue  
Gunter Owens
Fontaine Pope 
Frederick Teardo
Lowana Wallace

Ann Campbell 
Arturo Davis
Rachel DeSanto
Janet Dozier
Anita Gray 
Michael Halverson
Brad Horne 
Spencer Leffel 
Mary Jane McAllister
Beth Anne Maier 
Chris Maxwell 
Betsy Pate 
Robin Turner 
Dorothy White
Eldon Brummett, Drew Foster, 
Juan Mazuca, Kevin Moore, Gary Talley

S TA F F

Associate Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Youth Ministry
Director of Children’s Ministry
Boys Youth Associate
Director of Women’s Ministry
Associate Director of Music
Director of Programs
Advent House Coordinator
Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of Small Groups and Newcomers’ Coordinator 
Director of Music and Liturgy
Refectory Music Leader

Bookstore Manager
Assistant Building Manager
Deans’ Assistant and Finance Associate
Receptionist
Programs and Outreach Administrative Assistant
Technology Coordinator
Building Manager
Communications Associate
Digital Media Manager
Accounts Receivable
Communications Associate
Music and Worship Administrative Assistant
Pastoral Care Coordinator
Director of Finance and Administration
Sexton Staff







The Church of the Advent was founded with the City of Birmingham in 1872.

Cathedral Church of the Advent (Episcopal)
2017 Sixth Avenue North | Birmingham, Alabama 35203

205 251-2324 | AdventBirmingham.org

Come to me, 
all who labor and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11.28


